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A Study of the Relationships among Reading Comprehension Ability, Summarizing
Ability and Attitudes towards the Two Skills of Mathayomsuksa | Students at Kasetsart
University, Center for Educational Research and Development
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Abstract

The main objectives of this study were 1) to compare the students’ achievement on reading
comprehension based on Barrett’s reading comprehension taxonomy, 2) to compare their achievement
on summarizing ability using (Four-Stage Summary Writing), 3) to investigate their attitudes towards

reading comprehension based on Barrett’s reading taxonomy and (Four-Stage Summary Writing), 4) to

find the relationship between reading comprehension and summarizing abilities, 5) to find the
relationship between their reading achievement and attitudes towards reading comprehension and 6) to
find the relationship between their summarizing achievement and attitudes towards summarizing.

The subjects were 35 Mathayomsuksa 1 students from one classroom in the second semester
of the academic year 2013 at Kasetsart University Laboratory School, Center of Educational Research
and Development. The research tools were a set of reading comprehension and summarizing lesson
plans, a set of reading comprehension and summarizing exercises, a reading comprehension and
summarizing test and a set of questionnaires on attitudes towards the learning of reading
comprehension and writing a summary. While learning, they were taught by a number of lessons on
reading comprehension based on Barrett’s reading comprehension taxonomy and writing a summary
based on “Four-Stage Summary Writing”. At the end of the course, they were post-tested on the 2 skills
and asked about their attitudes towards them. The data were then analyzed by means of arithmetic
means, standard deviations, Paired-Samples t-tests and Pearson’s simple correlations.

It was found that, firstly, on average, the posttest score of the students’ achievement on
reading comprehension taught by Barrett’s reading comprehension taxonomy was significantly higher
than that of their while-learning score when p = .05. Secondly, on average, their posttest scores on
writing a summary taught by (Four-Stage Summary Writing) was also significantly higher than that of

their while-learning score (p = .05). Thirdly, on average, their attitudes towards the learning of reading
comprehension and towards the learning of writing a summary were at moderate levels. Next, their
reading comprehension ability correlated significantly with their summarizing writing ability (p = .05).
Finally, it revealed that there were no relationships between the students’ attitude towards learning
reading comprehension and their reading comprehension achievement and between their attitude
towards learning on writing a summary and their writing summary achievement.

Keywords: Reading comprehension, Summarizing writing, Attitude, Mathayom Suksa
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